OLIVER CROMWELL
of a hundred and fifty-six members, mainly religious
zealots. Among these was a pious merchant, one
Praise God Barebone, whose name so fitted the prac-
tices of this new body that the people dubbed it "Bare-
bone's Parliament/* for the members spent most of
their time in prayer and scriptural exegesis and weari-
some homilies. Cromwell had no fault to find with
their piety, but he had become a man of action, and he
knew that his country would not be saved until piety
could be translated into justice and prayers into public
service. So after five months the zeal of the Lord
came upon him again, and he accepted this Parlia-
ment's resignation. He did not wish to be arbitrary,
but he hated anarchy worse than arbitrariness, and the
country was headed for anarchy.
He now turned tP his army officers, who, like him-
self, wanted action and no more heavy conversation.
They drew up for him a constitution called "The In-
strument of Government*' which provided for a single
House, a Council of State, and an executive officer
serving for life and bearing the title of "Lord Protector
of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ire-
land/* They would have preferred to make Cromwell
king, but that title, because of its associations with the
misrule of James I and Charles I, had become obnox-
ious. In fact, many religious people were substituting
for "Thy Kingdom Come" in the Lord's prayer the
words, * Thy Commonwealth come/* Cromwell accept*
ed the title of Lord Protector. It had a godly sound-
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